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Art and celebrity culture has been intertwined for centuries, but the conflation of the two has never
been more frequent. There are a number of examples that illustrate the correlation between artist and
celebrity, and the reciprocal nature of the relationship between art and entertainment. For Case
Study: Art and Celebrity James Franco has been selected as a prominent example. Franco is an actor
who has starred in big Hollywood movies. He has also collaborated with visual artists such as Carter
and Kalup Linzy, and recently he has ventured into a making art himself. He has been received with
skepticism in the art world, but has been embraced by some. For example, Franco’s exhibition The
Dangerous Book Four Boys at the Clocktower gallery cemented his relationship with Alanna Heiss,
founder of PS1 and current director of AIR, and Klaus Biesenbach, director of MoMA PS1.
This exhibition presents James Franco, the character, as he is perceived and represented in mainstream media as the hunky movie star and model for Gucci. In addition there is a time-line contrasting his work as an actor with his work as an artist. His output as an actor displays a balance of
blockbuster movies, such as the Spider-man trilogy and Eat Pray Love, and more serious roles, such
as Howl and 127 Hours. With his movie star credentials Franco has most likely experienced difficulties in being taken seriously in his venture as a visual artist, but he must be doing something right if
he is being picked up and championed by a few art world powerhouses. The scrutiny of the art
world is however upon Franco, and only time will tell if he escapes unscathed.
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